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The Association of Corporate Counsel is asking the District of Columbia to reconsider two key
restrictions on in-house lawyers doing pro bono work.

The District requires a legal services provider to assign cases and that an active member of the D.C.
Bar supervise in-house counsel—restrictions that are a waste of time and resources, according to
ACC.
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The group wants in-house counsel to be able to work with any public interest organization to
develop new pro bono opportunities, Amar Sarwal, ACC's vice president and chief legal strategist,
says in a recent letter to the D.C. Court of Appeals.

The D.C. bar's Committee on the Unauthorized Practice of Law recently considered amendments to
the bar's pro bono rules, but the committee rejected requests to make the rules more in-house
counsel-friendly. The committee found the requirements are needed to protect the public interest.

"We are dismayed to see that the committee did not propose substantive changes … and write to
request reconsideration of this issue," Sarwal says in the letter.

The ACC argues that limiting pro bono cases to those assigned by legal services organizations "has
an outsized impact on corporate legal departments" whose lawyers specialize in transactional
matters. The D.C. area, the letter states, has a limited number of legal services providers offering
transactional pro bono opportunities.

The supervision requirements is unnecessary, Sarwal argues, because in-house counsel are already
members of the bar and subject to the D.C. rules of professional conduct. "Requiring unnecessary
supervision wastes time and diminishes opportunities for additional pro bono assistance," Sarwal
writes.

The letter urges the D. C. Court of Appeals to consider further changing the rules.

Earlier this year, the ACC successfully argued in the Wisconsin Supreme Court for an order
supporting the right of registered in-house counsel to perform pro-bono services in that state,
beginning Jan. 1, 2017. In Wisconsin, ACC had to overcome opposition from the state Board of Bar
Examiners.

VIEW COMMENTS ( 0 )

ADD COMMENT

Sections

Pro Bono

More from Corporate Counsel

Aetna's Hardball Tactics With DOJ Spreading
In-House Lawyer's Discrimination Case Offers Glimpse Into Apple's Culture
Let's Play the In-House Lawyer Name Game
DreamWorks Parts Ways With GC After NBC Deal

More from the ALM Network

PreviousNext

http://www.acc.com/advocacy/upload/DC-Rule-49-Comment-Letter.pdf?_ga=1.235462598.653240336.1439309565
http://www.dccourts.gov/internet/documents/M-256-16.pdf
https://www.wicourts.gov/sc/rulhear/DisplayDocument.pdf?content=pdf&seqNo=172491
http://www.corpcounsel.com/home/id=1202766252559/InHouse-Group-Challenges-DC-Pro-Bono-Restrictions?mcode=1202617073467&curindex=0&slreturn=20160730075251#comments
http://store.law.com/Registration/Login.aspx?source=http://www.corpcounsel.com/cs/Satellite/CC/CC/home/id=1202766252559/InHouse-Group-Challenges-DC-Pro-Bono-Restrictions
http://www.corpcounsel.com/default-search-results-layout?query=Pro%20Bono&publication=CC%20Corporate%20Counsel&source=nylitnews&direction=descending&start=1&end=10&returnType=json&searchType=canned&loc=Sections
http://www.corpcounsel.com/id=1202765985978/Aetnas-Hardball-Tactics-With-DOJ-Spreading?mcode=1202619158380&curindex=0
http://www.corpcounsel.com/id=1202765913603/InHouse-Lawyers-Discrimination-Case-Offers-Glimpse-Into-Apples-Culture?mcode=1202619158380&curindex=1
http://www.corpcounsel.com/id=1202765859715/Lets-Play-the-InHouse-Lawyer-Name-Game?mcode=1202619158380&curindex=2
http://www.corpcounsel.com/id=1202765887920/DreamWorks-Parts-Ways-With-GC-After-NBC-Deal?mcode=1202619158380&curindex=3


8/30/16, 7:56 AMIn-House Group Challenges D.C. Pro Bono Restrictions | Corporate Counsel

Page 4 of 10http://www.corpcounsel.com/home/id=1202766252559/InHouse-Group…ictions?mcode=1202617073467&curindex=0&slreturn=20160730075251

Headed Back to Class, Ken Starr Faces Trust Issues, Experts Say

The National Law Journal

Verrilli, Who Defended Obama Policies in Landmark Cases, is Leaving Justice Department

Yelp Review of Pet-sitting Company Protected by Free-Speech, Defendants Argue

Texas Lawyer

When It Comes to Workplace Bullying, Jurisdiction Matters

Corporate Counsel

Justice Ginsburg Stays Out of Trouble in Talk With Students

The National Law Journal

PreviousNext

http://www.nationallawjournal.com/id=1202759165134/Headed-Back-to-Class-Ken-Starr-Faces-Trust-Issues-Experts-Say?mcode=1202615518654&curindex=16&back=CC
http://www.law.com/sites/almstaff/2016/06/02/verrilli-who-defended-obama-policies-in-landmark-cases-is-leaving-justice-department/
http://www.texaslawyer.com/id=1202759173863/Yelp-Review-of-Petsitting-Company-Protected-by-FreeSpeech-Defendants-Argue?mcode=1202615518654&curindex=18&back=CC
http://www.corpcounsel.com/id=1202759149159/When-It-Comes-to-Workplace-Bullying-Jurisdiction-Matters?mcode=1202615518654&curindex=19
http://www.nationallawjournal.com/id=1202764460311/Justice-Ginsburg-Stays-Out-of-Trouble-in-Talk-With-Students?mcode=1202615518654&curindex=0&back=CC


8/30/16, 7:56 AMIn-House Group Challenges D.C. Pro Bono Restrictions | Corporate Counsel

Page 5 of 10http://www.corpcounsel.com/home/id=1202766252559/InHouse-Group…ictions?mcode=1202617073467&curindex=0&slreturn=20160730075251

Media GCs Aren't Afraid of Trump

Corporate Counsel

Ex-Berkeley Law Dean's Letter Says Sex Harassment Inquiry Improper

The Recorder

Wal-Mart Manager Sues Employer Alleging Religious Bias

The Legal Intelligencer

Diversity and Discrimination Issues Top the Agenda for ABA Leadership

Kim Kardashian vs. Taylor Swift: The Legal Implications of the Snapchat Recording

http://www.corpcounsel.com/id=1202764466233/Media-GCs-Arent-Afraid-of-Trump?mcode=1202615518654&curindex=1
http://www.therecorder.com/id=1202764402954/ExBerkeley-Law-Deans-Letter-Says-Sex-Harassment-Inquiry-Improper?mcode=1202615518654&curindex=2&back=CC
http://www.thelegalintelligencer.com/id=1202764374058/WalMart-Manager-Sues-Employer-Alleging-Religious-Bias?mcode=1202615518654&curindex=3&back=CC
http://www.law.com/sites/almstaff/2016/08/04/diversity-and-discrimination-issues-top-the-agenda-for-aba-leadership/
http://www.insidecounsel.com/2016/07/22/kim-kardashian-vs-taylor-swift-the-legal-implicati


8/30/16, 7:56 AMIn-House Group Challenges D.C. Pro Bono Restrictions | Corporate Counsel

Page 6 of 10http://www.corpcounsel.com/home/id=1202766252559/InHouse-Group…ictions?mcode=1202617073467&curindex=0&slreturn=20160730075251

Williams & Connolly Argues to Block Clinton from Questioning

The National Law Journal

Georgia's Same-Sex Adoption Is Valid in Alabama, US Supreme Court Says

Daily Report

The Quotable Thomas Perez: Secretary of Labor and Possible VP Pick

Corporate Counsel

How Women Can Be Assertive (and Lovable)

Why We Kicked Dentons Off the NLJ 500 and Am Law 200 Lists

The National Law Journal

http://www.nationallawjournal.com/id=1202762936597/Williams-amp-Connolly-Argues-to-Block-Clinton-from-Questioning?mcode=1202615518654&curindex=6&back=CC
http://www.dailyreportonline.com/id=1202763012268/Georgias-SameSex-Adoption-Is-Valid-in-Alabama-US-Supreme-Court-Says?mcode=1202615518654&curindex=7&back=CC
http://www.corpcounsel.com/id=1202763032264/The-Quotable-Thomas-Perez-Secretary-of-Labor-and-Possible-VP-Pick?mcode=1202615518654&curindex=8
http://www.law.com/sites/almstaff/2016/07/19/how-women-can-be-assertive-and-lovable/
http://www.nationallawjournal.com/id=1202760990417/Why-We-Kicked-Dentons-Off-the-NLJ-500-and-Am-Law-200-Lists?mcode=1202615518654&curindex=10&back=CC


8/30/16, 7:56 AMIn-House Group Challenges D.C. Pro Bono Restrictions | Corporate Counsel

Page 7 of 10http://www.corpcounsel.com/home/id=1202766252559/InHouse-Group…ictions?mcode=1202617073467&curindex=0&slreturn=20160730075251

Brexit Fallout Begins for the Legal Industry

Texas and Volkswagen Shake Hands on $50M Partial Settlement

Texas Lawyer

Updated: Supreme Court Strikes Down Abortion Restrictions in Texas

In-House Lawyers Slam Order Requiring Yelp to Take Down Reviews

Corporate Counsel

Ali’s Lawyers, Counsel to The Champ, Recall Representing The Greatest

The Am Law Daily

http://www.law.com/sites/almstaff/2016/06/24/brexit-fallout-begins-for-the-legal-industry/?slreturn=20160524170328
http://www.texaslawyer.com/id=1202761195011/Texas-and-Volkswagen-Shake-Hands-on-50M-Partial-Settlement?mcode=1202615518654&curindex=12&back=CC
http://www.law.com/sites/almstaff/2016/06/27/supreme-court-strikes-down-abortion-restrictions-in-texas/
http://www.corpcounsel.com/id=1202761192389/InHouse-Lawyers-Slam-Order-Requiring-Yelp-to-Take-Down-Reviews?mcode=1202615518654&curindex=14
http://www.americanlawyer.com/id=1202759335129/Alis-Lawyers-Counsel-to-The-Champ-Recall-Representing-The-Greatest?mcode=1202615518654&curindex=15&back=CC


8/30/16, 7:56 AMIn-House Group Challenges D.C. Pro Bono Restrictions | Corporate Counsel

Page 8 of 10http://www.corpcounsel.com/home/id=1202766252559/InHouse-Group…ictions?mcode=1202617073467&curindex=0&slreturn=20160730075251

Headed Back to Class, Ken Starr Faces Trust Issues, Experts Say

The National Law Journal

Verrilli, Who Defended Obama Policies in Landmark Cases, is Leaving Justice Department

Yelp Review of Pet-sitting Company Protected by Free-Speech, Defendants Argue

Texas Lawyer

When It Comes to Workplace Bullying, Jurisdiction Matters

Corporate Counsel

Justice Ginsburg Stays Out of Trouble in Talk With Students

The National Law Journal

http://www.nationallawjournal.com/id=1202759165134/Headed-Back-to-Class-Ken-Starr-Faces-Trust-Issues-Experts-Say?mcode=1202615518654&curindex=16&back=CC
http://www.law.com/sites/almstaff/2016/06/02/verrilli-who-defended-obama-policies-in-landmark-cases-is-leaving-justice-department/
http://www.texaslawyer.com/id=1202759173863/Yelp-Review-of-Petsitting-Company-Protected-by-FreeSpeech-Defendants-Argue?mcode=1202615518654&curindex=18&back=CC
http://www.corpcounsel.com/id=1202759149159/When-It-Comes-to-Workplace-Bullying-Jurisdiction-Matters?mcode=1202615518654&curindex=19
http://www.nationallawjournal.com/id=1202764460311/Justice-Ginsburg-Stays-Out-of-Trouble-in-Talk-With-Students?mcode=1202615518654&curindex=0&back=CC


8/30/16, 7:56 AMIn-House Group Challenges D.C. Pro Bono Restrictions | Corporate Counsel

Page 9 of 10http://www.corpcounsel.com/home/id=1202766252559/InHouse-Group…ictions?mcode=1202617073467&curindex=0&slreturn=20160730075251

Media GCs Aren't Afraid of Trump

Corporate Counsel

Ex-Berkeley Law Dean's Letter Says Sex Harassment Inquiry Improper

The Recorder

Wal-Mart Manager Sues Employer Alleging Religious Bias

The Legal Intelligencer

Resources

A Guide to Better
Relationships with Outside Counsel

Become the Best
C&E Professional You Can Be Total Cost of eDiscovery

http://www.corpcounsel.com/id=1202764466233/Media-GCs-Arent-Afraid-of-Trump?mcode=1202615518654&curindex=1
http://www.therecorder.com/id=1202764402954/ExBerkeley-Law-Deans-Letter-Says-Sex-Harassment-Inquiry-Improper?mcode=1202615518654&curindex=2&back=CC
http://www.thelegalintelligencer.com/id=1202764374058/WalMart-Manager-Sues-Employer-Alleging-Religious-Bias?mcode=1202615518654&curindex=3&back=CC
http://www.corpcounsel.com/individual-resource?pcID=cbb5b3fe39621d1735913994c063e2e0
http://www.corpcounsel.com/individual-resource?pcID=7b7a9b797d6c598286ad587afcc53bc9
http://www.corpcounsel.com/individual-resource?pcID=fe1faf700f5cfc2eb265327912f8b1b8


8/30/16, 7:56 AMIn-House Group Challenges D.C. Pro Bono Restrictions | Corporate Counsel

Page 10 of 10http://www.corpcounsel.com/home/id=1202766252559/InHouse-Grou…ctions?mcode=1202617073467&curindex=0&slreturn=20160730075251

MORE RESOURCES 
 

About Corporate Counsel
Contact Corporate Counsel
Advertise With Us
Sitemap

Connect With Us
Facebook
LinkedIn
Twitter
Google+
RSS

  ALM Publications

About ALM
Product Solutions
Events & Conferences

CLE
Law Catalog

Reprints
Lawjobs.com

Mobile App
Customer Support
ALM User License Agreement

Privacy Policy [New]

Copyright 2016. ALM Media Properties, LLC. All rights reserved.

In this white paper, we will explore the
implications of a value-based approach,
and how new innovations in technology

are breaking down the barriers of
communication in the legal ecosystem.

The Society of Corporate Compliance and
Ethics is the premier association of the
industry's top C&E professionals. Each
year, the SCCE's Compliance & Ethics

Institute brings the brightest and the best
together to improve individually and

industry-wide. Hear a sampling from a
few of the speakers and what the

conference offers.

In this white paper, our experts will
discuss how to calculate the total project
cost of eDiscovery for your company and
practices that enhance cost predictability,

efficiency, and alignment with your
business goals.

http://www.corpcounsel.com/resources
http://www.corpcounsel.com/about-us
http://www.corpcounsel.com/contact
http://mediakit.alm.com/brands/corporate-counsel/
http://www.corpcounsel.com/sitemap
https://www.facebook.com/CorpCounselMag
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Corporate-Counsel-4136932/about
https://twitter.com/CorpCounsel
https://plus.google.com/118223932683445035616
http://feeds.feedblitz.com/corporatecounsel
http://www.alm.com/about
http://www.alm.com/landing/product-solutions
http://www.almevents.com/
http://www.clecenter.com/
http://www.lawcatalog.com/
http://www.law.com/jsp/reprints/index.jsp
http://lawjobs.com/
http://at.law.com/download
http://www.alm.com/contact
http://www.alm.com/about/terms-use
http://www.alm.com/privacy-policy

