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CC Association of
Corporate Counsel

The Association of Corporate Counsel is asking the District of Columbia to reconsider two key
restrictions on in-house lawyers doing pro bono work.

The District requires a legal services provider to assign cases and that an active member of the D.C.
Bar supervise in-house counsel—restrictions that are a waste of time and resources, according to
ACC.
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The group wants in-house counsel to be able to work with any public interest organization to
develop new pro bono opportunities, Amar Sarwal, ACC's vice president and chief legal strategist,
says in a recent letter to the D.C. Court of Appeals.

The D.C. bar's Committee on the Unauthorized Practice of Law recently considered amendments to
the bar's pro bono rules, but the committee rejected requests to make the rules more in-house
counsel-friendly. The committee found the requirements are needed to protect the public interest.

"We are dismayed to see that the committee did not propose substantive changes ... and write to
request reconsideration of this issue," Sarwal says in the letter.

The ACC argues that limiting pro bono cases to those assigned by legal services organizations "has
an outsized impact on corporate legal departments" whose lawyers specialize in transactional
matters. The D.C. area, the letter states, has a limited number of legal services providers offering
transactional pro bono opportunities.

The supervision requirements is unnecessary, Sarwal argues, because in-house counsel are already
members of the bar and subject to the D.C. rules of professional conduct. "Requiring unnecessary
supervision wastes time and diminishes opportunities for additional pro bono assistance," Sarwal
writes.

The letter urges the D. C. Court of Appeals to consider further changing the rules.

Earlier this year, the ACC successfully argued in the Wisconsin Supreme Court for an order
supporting the right of registered in-house counsel to perform pro-bono services in that state,
beginning Jan. 1, 2017. In Wisconsin, ACC had to overcome opposition from the state Board of Bar
Examiners.
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In this white paper, we will explore the
implications of a value-based approach,
and how new innovations in technology
are breaking down the barriers of
communication in the legal ecosystem.

MORE RESOURCES

About Corporate Counsel
Contact Corporate Counsel
Advertise With Us

Sitemap

Connect With Us
Facebook
LinkedIn

Twitter

Google+

RSS

ALM Publications

<O

e About ALM
e Product Solutions
e FEvents & Conferences
o CLE
e Law Catalog
o Reprints
o Lawjobs.com
e Mobile App
e Customer Support
e ALM User License Agreement
o Privacy Policy [New]

Copyright 2016. ALM Media Properties, LLC. All rights reserved.

http://www.corpcounsel.com/home/id=1202766252559/InHouse-Grou...ctions?mcode=1202617073467&curindex=0&slreturn=20160730075251 Page 10 of 10


http://www.corpcounsel.com/resources
http://www.corpcounsel.com/about-us
http://www.corpcounsel.com/contact
http://mediakit.alm.com/brands/corporate-counsel/
http://www.corpcounsel.com/sitemap
https://www.facebook.com/CorpCounselMag
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Corporate-Counsel-4136932/about
https://twitter.com/CorpCounsel
https://plus.google.com/118223932683445035616
http://feeds.feedblitz.com/corporatecounsel
http://www.alm.com/about
http://www.alm.com/landing/product-solutions
http://www.almevents.com/
http://www.clecenter.com/
http://www.lawcatalog.com/
http://www.law.com/jsp/reprints/index.jsp
http://lawjobs.com/
http://at.law.com/download
http://www.alm.com/contact
http://www.alm.com/about/terms-use
http://www.alm.com/privacy-policy

